210 Religion and Social Communication, Vol. 23 No. 1, 2025

DOI: 10.62461/SAP230125

Vu Anh Ta. Communication Theology in the Context of Intercultural
Communiation. Bangkok: ARC, 2024. 182 pp. ISBN 9789744871664
(paperback).

Ta Anh Vu’s book Communication Theology in the Context of Inter-
cultural Communication presents a pioneering exploration of the intricate
relationship between theology, communication, and culture. The book
offers a comprehensive framework for understanding how these elements
intersect within the context of the Church’s missionary endeavors. By
delving into the complexities of intercultural communica-tion, Ta provides
invaluable insights for theologians, missionaries, and anyone seeking to
foster effective dialogue across cultural boundaries.

The initial chapters establish a foundational understanding of culture
and communication, providing essential context for subsequent discus-
sions. Ta’s exploration of the historical and theoretical underpinnings of
these concepts offers a rich tapestry for comprehending the complexities of
intercultural interaction. This groundwork is crucial for establishing a
shared vocabulary and conceptual framework for the reader.

A distinctive feature of the book is its integration of theology and
communication. By examining the divine self-communication within the
Trinity and its manifestation through Revelation, Ta offers a profound
theological lens through which to view human communication. This
approach is particularly insightful, as it highlights the sacred nature of
communication as a fundamental aspect of human existence. The author’s
ability to seamlessly weave together biblical narratives and theological
concepts demonstrates a deep understanding of both disciplines and their
interconnectedness. Ta highlights different philosophers like Lonergan and
Rahner on anchoring the discussion of the book in God’s Self-
Communication. Stemming from the belief that the heart of the Christian
Faith is the Trinity, he articulated how God is in Himself communio and
communication in order to communicate with humans as a threefold
interaction of love. The plurality of God in Rahners emphasis stresses the
Father sending his Son and His Holy Spirit. This was further explained by
Tain the biblical narratives with the emphasis on the creation stories, to the
incarnation, and redemption. The author’s ability to seamlessly intertwine
biblical narratives, theological concepts, and communication theories
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demonstrates a deep understanding of the interconnections between these
disciplines, offering a fresh perspective on the nature of human interaction.

One of the book’s most significant contributions lies as well in its
emphasis on the practical application of communication theology. Bridging
the gap between theory and practice, Ta moves beyond theoretical
discussions by offering concrete models and approaches for the Church to
engage in intercultural dialogue. While the book provides a vigorous
theoretical framework, it also offers practical guidance for those engaged
in intercultural ministry. This balance is essential for ensuring that the
book’s insights are relevant and applicable to real-world challenges. As
such, the emanating principle of communication theology etched in its
considerations to intercultural communication, the Trinitarian communica-
tion where the Trilogy of God is participating, and thus in the culture of the
Israelites, God’s revelation and incarnation are grounds for His communion
and communication. The exploration of concepts such as accommodation,
contextualization, and inculturation provides readers with practical tools
for navigating the complexities of cross-cultural interactions. Where
accommodation offers an approach on sensitivity towards diversified
encounter of cultures; Contextualization highlights how Christians are the
important agents of modelling their local culture and are able to contribute
for the common good; this leads to the deeper sense of approaching where
the message of Jesus birth as the highest form of inculturation is incarnated
in the hearts and mind of people in their own culture. By grounding these
approaches in theological principles, the author offers a compelling vision
for how the Church can effectively communicate the Gospel in diverse
cultural contexts.

The book’s strength is directed in its ability to bridge the gap between
theory and practice. While it provides a robust theoretical framework, it
also offers practical guidance for those engaged in intercultural ministry.
This balance is essential for ensuring that the book’s insights are relevant
and applicable to real-world challenges.

While the book offers a comprehensive overview of communication
theology and intercultural communication, there is potential for further
exploration in certain areas. For instance, incorporating contemporary case
studies of intercultural challenges faced by the Church could enhance the
book’s relevance to current issues. Additionally, delving deeper into the
ethical dimensions of intercultural communication would provide valuable
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guidance for practitioners seeking to navigate sensitive and complex
situations.

Furthermore, exploring the role of technology and media in intercul-
tural communication could be a fruitful area of inquiry. As the world
becomes increasingly interconnected, understanding how digital platforms
shape intercultural interactions is crucial for effective communication. The
book could benefit from a more in-depth analysis of how digital
technologies can both facilitate and hinder intercultural understanding
amidst the threat of relativistic principles.

Another potential area for further exploration is the intersection of
intercultural communication and power dynamics on culture and family.
While the book touches on some aspects of power imbalances between
cultures, a more in-depth analysis of how power structures influence
intercultural communication could provide additional insights. This would
include examining how marginalized groups and minority cultures are
represented and positioned within dominant cultural narratives.
Particularly, Political acculturation which involves the process of adopting
a new political culture in terms of values, participating in political
processes, and understanding new political systems that resulted from
migration, colonization, or regime change.

Despite these areas for potential expansion, Communication Theology
in the Context of Intercultural Communication is a significant contribution
to the field. The book’s comprehensive approach, coupled with its practical
orientation, makes it a valuable resource for theologians, missionaries, and
anyone interested in fostering intercultural understanding. By offering a
theological framework for intercultural communication, Ta provides a
compelling vision for how the Church can effectively engage with diverse
cultures while remaining faithful to its core message.

In conclusion, Ta’s book is a thought-provoking and insightful explora-
tion of the complex relationship between theology, communication, and
culture. By offering a comprehensive framework and practical guidance, the
book empowers readers to navigate the challenges and opportunities presen-
ted by intercultural interactions. As the world becomes increasingly intercon-
nected, the insights offered in this book are essential for building bridges of
understanding and fostering a more harmonious global community.
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